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IMPLEMENTING HOME-BASED LEARNING 

Overview 

In order to recap for both and new readers of the 

journal: the Burmese Migrant Workers’ Education 

Committee (BMWEC) organization currently manages 

23 migrant learning centers (MLCs) under its wing. 

BMWEC and other associated education organizations 

have been planning to reopen the migrant schools 

following the health and safety protocols established by 

the local authorities just as Thai schools did. However, 

the recent surge of COVID-19 cases in Tak Province has 

rendered all efforts moot and dashed their hopes for 

reopening the MLCs unfortunately.  

Nonetheless, fighting against the odds and overcoming 

trials and tribulation have always been part of what 

makes the migrant education community what it is. 

Even if there is a pandemic raging across the world, 

migrant educators will not let that get in the way of 

their duty to provide education to children in the 

migrant area. So as of now, 20 of the schools have 

resumed their teaching through home-based learning; 

one is doing online-based learning; and only two 

schools are having to shut down for the remainder of 

this school year. Among these 21 operating MLCs, 9 

schools have not had adequate funding to provide 

salaries for their teachers and staff since the beginning 

of this school year; thus the teachers have been 

working altruistically for the students in migrant area 

without stable pay for a long time. Needless to say, it 

has been difficult for them, especially during the global 

pandemic. 

 

Emergency Funding for Home-Based 

Learning Activities 

Until November, BMWEC supported these teachers and 

staff whenever and with whatever it could, for example 

with dry foods and financial aid. However, fortune 

smiled upon the migrant education community in 

December when the combined relentless efforts of 

several migrant education organizations, yielded 

results. A joint project of BMWEC, Help Without 

Frontiers (HWF), the Burmese Migrant Teachers’ 
Association (BMTA), TeacherFocus and the Migrant 

Education Coordination Center (MECC), managed to 

secure donors for sanitary supplies and body-

temperature measuring equipment. 20 of the MLCs that 

are teaching through home-based learning received 

funding for the transportation so necessary for their 

teachers who have to travel around constantly, and the 
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financially struggling 9 schools gained monetary support 

for 4 months, from December to March. As a result, 

now, teachers and staff are not as burdened and can 

focus on their tasks at hand, providing education for the 

children. 

As a result of this project, we have seen not only relief 

from problems for the teachers and the staff, but also 

an immense benefit for the migrant student children as 

a whole. Even better, these benefits are not exclusive to 

BMWEC-associated MLCs, as MLCs under other migrant 

education organizations like HWF and BMTA also saw 

positive effects, all thanks to the project as their 

associated MLCs are also a part of it.  

BMWEC would like to thank every organization and 

donor who has been helping MLCs in Tak province to 

continue their education work and thrive during these 

hard times. 

 

What is being taught using HBL? 

Since MLCs cannot operate in the traditional manner 

during the pandemic, teachers have to utilize home-

based learning which requires them to travel around to 

several different places every day in order to teach. 

Although the ways of teaching have drastically changed, 

the curriculum has remained the same as teachers are 

still using the official curriculum used in Myanmar. 

However, due to the limitations related to HBL, all the 

migrant education organizations have agreed to set the 

target for required course completion at 60% to 65% of 

the official complete curriculum during this turbulent 

school year.  

In addition to these new reduced targets for course 

completion, all MLCs associated with different migrant 

education organizations were encouraged by their 

organizations to also use additional activities while 

carrying out home-based learning programs. Activities 

include providing health awareness instructions (or 

instructional videos), extracurricular physical activities 

for children to reduce and relieve the stress and 

depression they can experience in these times of 

hardship, and providing material assistances to children 

and parents in need.  They can be varied as needed by 

schools and organizations. 

 

Lessons learned from one month of HBL 

Based on the Dec 2020 HBL report, it can be concluded 

that during this month MLC teachers succeeded in 

finishing the courses provided while adhering to health 

protocols established by local authorities. Also since the 

teachers had to teach at their students’ houses on 
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rotation, they got to know their students better, 

including, for example, their living situations and the 

parents’ struggles. This understanding will greatly help 

the teachers adjust their approach with their students 

in the future. In addition to that, some schools even got 

to celebrate the holidays despite the hard times, albeit 

with a limited number of people due to health 

concerns. 

December was not all a bed of roses, however. MLCs 

still encountered difficulties during this time, the first 

one being the fact that HBL requires the teachers to 

travel long distances regularly to the assigned teaching 

groups. The travel has been challenging for a lot of 

teachers because most of them either lack the proper 

means of transportation or staying/travel permits, 

which could get them into trouble if they unfortunately 

run into local authorities like the police. In addition, 

with HBL, some parents were quite reluctant to host 

teaching groups at their homes and did not want to 

cooperate, although this resistance is understandable 

given the time and pandemic situation. Another 

problem was that some children were regularly absent 

during this HBL period for various reasons. Finally, due 

to aforementioned travel restrictions, teachers needed 

to be careful about encounters with the police or the 

military which could be found patrolling certain regions. 

In conclusion, the teachers share the common interest 

in getting more teaching materials, mainly books, pens, 

and papers, since HBL means they need more items 

than when teaching at schools. Assistance with 

transportation is also their other important need, 

especially a budget for gasoline since they have to 

travel constantly, and struggling MLCs may lack funds to 

cover their travel expenses. Finally, in order to adhere 

to health protocols, the teachers have asked for more 

hygiene products. 
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RELIEF SUPPLIES FROM UNICEF THAILAND 

 

On December 22, 2020, BMWEC received medical relief 

supplies from UNICEF Thailand. The relief supplies were set to 

be distributed to 20 Migrant Learning Centers that are currently 

undertaking Home-Based Learning process. The supplies 

included 295 ml Hand Sanitizers, 95 ml Gel-Alcohol Moisturizer 

and 3800 ml MOSA bottles. 

Distribution began on Jan 12, 2020 and is still ongoing. Each 

MLC is receiving supplies based on the number of students and 

teachers, and for Gel-Alcohol Moisturizer, every school gets 2 

for each person. In total, BMWEC has received 184 Hand 

Sanitizers, 6144 Gel-Alcohol Moisturizers and 92 bottles of 

MOSA for 3072 students and teachers making up the 20 MLCs. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

CONTINUED 
 

In the previous edition of Education Diary, we talked about BMWEC, 

which was established 2 decades ago, having an Organizational 

Development (OD) Workshop to revise and create a new 

development plan for this coming decade, a plan that includes the 

vision to put migrant standard education on a par with ASEAN 

standard education. In order to achieve this goal, a new strategic 

plan was decided upon and is being put into practice. The 

distribution of work and resources within BMWEC proposed in this 

plan is depicted in the graph below.  

 

 

Before we have finished OD Training and Capacity Building, we have to finalize the Leading Coordination task structure.  

Presently, it is 80% complete. The new Leading Coordination structure will include the Board of Trustees and Patrons, 

and the Implementation Office. The Board of Trustees and Patrons will guide the Implementation Office which will 

realize their education goals on the ground level.  

Currently, we are looking for an Operations Director to lead the Implementation Office. If any readers are interested or 

know a suitable person for this position, BMWEC would be grateful to hear from them.  Please get in touch with us! 

“ 
 Established as a participatory organization along the 

Thai-Myanmar border, to create and promote negotiation 

activities for a quality migrant education system in safe and 

secure environment with member schools, parent-teacher 

associations and other related organizations and people. 

        ” 
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THE TRUE TALES OF MATRICULATION CLASSES 

Prologue 

[English Version] 

 

 (Disclaimer: The following story is based partially on real life events. There may be some exaggeration for the sake of 

storytelling and name changes to protect the identity of people associated with it. Reader’s discretion is advised.)  

It was dead silent.  

Tick...tick…tick… 

It was not just the room of 30 or so people, but the entire compound was eerily silent, save for the occasional noises of 

pens scribbling on sheets of paper and the constant clicking of the clock hand, rhythmically setting the mood and tempo 

for the tense atmosphere spread throughout the compound. 

Tick...tick…tick… 

And there he was, one among the thousand or so, all wearing uniforms of white and green, sitting far apart from each 

other in neatly arranged rows. 

 

Tick...tick…tick… 

A boy, bent over with terrible posture, could be seen sitting among all these people, focused on writing. He was too 

focused in fact. His head was almost diving into the paper he was writing on. That’s how you could tell how serious it 

was. The boy seemed very nervous, his feet tapping involuntarily, almost in sync with the ticking clock. 

“No… no… no… no… Why?!” 
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Don’t think he was the only one going through this. Everyone in white and green, like him, was sharing this familiar 

feeling, almost telepathically. 

Tick...tick…tick… 

For all of them, this was their moment, the moment they had been working toward their whole lives, the moment they 

had been waiting for, the moment that would forever decide and change their destiny from then on, a diverging point 

you could even say. 

“Damn you...matriculation exams!!” 

It’s terrible, and it’s not even an optimal way to decide the career path a child wants to take. But once the scores are set, 

there’s no going back. It’s like a brand on a cow. You will have to live with it. So the stakes are high. 

Tick...tick…tick… 

Yet, at the same time, to this boy, it felt liberating. With each new line he wrote down on the answer sheet, a burden 

was lifted from his head. It was a pleasant feeling, like peace in the midst of the storm. It felt like a dream… 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

Just like that, the time had passed. The timer rang. Today’s exam subject was over. At least one down anyways. A 

burden was lessened. Nonetheless, one could not feel completely satisfied as there were still 5 more subjects left to go. 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

The proctor teacher was coming to collect the answer sheets. The boy smiled and quickly decided to check his answer 

sheet one final time before handing it in. 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

"What?!" 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

"This can't be..." 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

The boy could not believe what he was seeing. The empty answer sheet right before his eyes! How was this possible? He 

was certain he wrote them all. He gave all he had within these 3 stressful hours. Yet the answer sheet in his hands was 

just a blank slate. Clean and pristine. 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

Just before he could make sense of what was going on, the proctor snatched the sheet out of the boy's hands, leaving 

him aghast. The boy tried to say something to the teacher but to no avail. All of a sudden, he found himself unable to 

make a sound come out of his mouth.  

"How could this happen??" 
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He breathed in and tried to speak again. Yet there was no difference. He started to panic and struggled to speak, but the 

more he tried, the harder it was to make a sound, even a squeak.  

"I'm doomed. My life is over..." 

Sweat began pouring all over his head. He still could not understand what was happening as he futilely reached his arms 

out for his answer sheet and screamed with everything he had one last time out of desperation. 

"AAAHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!" 

After screaming his lungs out, the boy opened his eyes. A ray of light gleamed upon his face, blinding him briefly, and he 

rubbed his eyes trying to come to terms with his senses. A sudden ringing sound interrupted this process. 

Buzz... Buzz... Buzz... 

He turned around and realized it was his alarm clock. He turned if off and finally decided to look around as he gathered 

his bearings and realised he was just in his bed. 

"Is this a dream?..." 

He grabbed his phone beside the bed and checked the calendar. It was 2020. Six years had passed since he took the 

Matriculation Exams. Yet, it seemed that the memory of it still lingered within the depths of the boy's consciousness. 

"Ow!" 

Not having a top to spin or something check his reality, the boy pinched himself just to make sure that he was truly 

awake. Relieved, he could now fully embrace the warm rays of the rising sun coming through the window. 

.................. 

<Writer recommends readers to listen to “Baba O’Riley” by The Who for full immersion> 

Yup, that’s me. You’re probably wondering how I ended up in this situation. 

Crazy isn’t it? Years have passed. We have grown older. Yet it still feels like yesterday.  

If you are interested, allow me to share the story. 

The stories of people coming together from different walks of life. 

The stories of people overcoming unlikely odds and trials. 

The stories of people growing up and acceptance.  

These are the true tales of our time in the Matriculation Classes 

………………… 

TO BE CONTINUED 

(Note: Due to time constraints, the Burmese version won’t be available for this first entry of the story.) 
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